
snow Queen Trophy this way up

Botanical garden

Cathedral

National
Theatre

15

2624

28

3

25

22

23

14

42

38

12

37

29

32 33

21

1

31

5
10

11

20

8

13

19

947

39

18

6

16 17
40

27

2

30
41

34
35

50

36

1

3

5

6

2
43

44
48

4

494647

45 5251

42

53

BUS TERMINAL

TRAIN
STATION

13   CATHEDRAL

ZAGREB CATHEDRAL is the most touristy spot in Zagreb and 
the only building that can be seen from everywhere in the city, 
so there is really no need to give you directions.  You’ll notice 
that one of the towers of the Cathedral is under reconstruction, 
but we locals no longer notice this because once they are 
done with this tower, they will switch to the other one, just 
like they already did numerous times before. Supposedly, a lot 
of limestone was used in the construction of  the bell towers, 
so they are slowly melting and need to be touched up again 
and again. We draw your attention to the golden statue of 
Madonna in front of the Cathedral; the sculptor is the same 
guy who did the Ban Jelačić statue on the main square. 
Opening Times: Mon-Sat 10:00-17:00, Sun 13:00-15:00. 

19  VICEROY'S HORSE

The statue of a rider on our main square displays probably 
the most mentioned horse in Zagreb, or even Croatia (just 
remember that it is customary to meet “by the horse”). While 
everybody knows that the guy riding the horse is Ban (Viceroy) 
Jelačić, not many people know the name of the horse. 
Ban Jelačić is our national hero who supported Croatian 

independence during the Habsburg rule, and 
his valiant steed was called – Emir. See how 
one Emir’s leg is raised and the other one is 
on the ground? This usually means that the 
person riding the horse died after being 

wounded in war. Both legs in the air mean that 
the person was killed in action, and all four legs 
on the ground mean that the person died of 

natural causes.  However, apparently Ban 
Jelačić is an exception to this rule because 
he died of syphilis! 

20   PLANET HUNT

If you've already passed through Bogovićeva, you must have 
noticed and wanted to climb on the big ball in the middle of 
the street.  It represents THE GROUNDED SUN (author: Ivan 
Kožarić) and has been there for 45 years now. But that is not 
all there is; the Sun was just the beginning! Thirty years later 
another artist decided to build a proper scale model of our 
Solar system and place all the planets (including Pluto at the 
time) all across the town, according to their exact sizes and 
distances from the Sun. At the time the installations were 
made, he didn't want to say where the planets were placed so, 
for a time, we had a real planet hunt! Locating the small planets 
is still a challenge, even when we give you the exact adresses 
- Bogovićeva Street (Sun), Margaretska Street 3 (Mercury), 
Ban Jelačić Square 3 (Venus),  Varšavska Street 9 (Earth), 
Tkalčićeva Street 21 (Mars), Voćarska Street 71 (Jupiter), 
Račićeva Street 1 (Saturn), Siget 9 –garage (Uranus), Kozari 
road 48 (Neptune), Bologna Avenue – underpass (Pluto). Tip: 
finding and photographing all 8 will make for a great album.

HUNT FOR THE TRUE LOCAL 
True locals are becoming an endangered species in Zagreb. 
Your chance of meeting a true local is virtually nonexistent, as 
the only (un)official criterion to determine if you deserve the 
coveted title of “Purger” is to be a third generation of a family 
that had all of its members born in Zagreb. Come on, with all the 
migrations after 1945, having such an esteemed pedigree is 
truly a long shot.  Like any other metropolis, citizens of Zagreb 
share roots from all over our and other countries. It even goes 
so far that “Where are you from?” is a normal question within 
the first 5 minutes of meeting someone. So, it will be easy for 
you to blend in as we ourselves are different from each other 
and everyone is warmly welcomed in our city.  But if you want 
to take the first step towards resembling the elusive local, start 
saying “KAJ?” when you want to say “WHAT?”

COFFEE TIME 
Yes, you’ve heard it right, we 
are OBSESSED with coffee. 
Not so much that we cannot 
start a day without coffee 
(that too), but the ritual of 
sipping coffee in cafes and 
chatting about politics, 
gossiping or simply reading newspapers by ourselves – this 
is what we live for.  Unlike some countries where you can 
have coffee as over-the-counter drug, we enjoy our beloved 
coffee as slowly as possible. If you really want to act like a 
local, sit back, order “kavu s mlijekom” (coffee with milk), 
relax, forget about time and the bottom of the cup. Do it many 
times during the day, as coffee here is cheap – rarely over 1,5 
$/EUR a cup. 

MEETING POINTS 
When someone tells you to meet them at 
the main square, and surely you will find 
someone to meet over here, be aware that 
there are four possible meeting points: 
under the clock, by the horse, in front of 
the bookstore on SW corner (“at Krleža”) 
or next to the fountain (Manduševac). We 
never say which one exactly, so make sure 
you ask upfront or spend some time circling 
the square. Clock has to be the most popular 
one, as it is always crowded with people 
standing alone and staring into trams, but 
it is also considered mainstream and old 
fashioned. Imagine, you get labeled by the 
place where you stand! The square is where 

most of the trams pass through so it’s the most convenient 
place to meet, but if you don’t know how the person you’re 
meeting looks like you may want to try less crowded Flower 
Square or simply meeting in a café.

TICKET, PLEASE 
Jargon for driving without a ticket in trams is "švercanje". 
This is the official sport of students in Zagreb who, until 
a few years ago, were allowed a free ride all year long. 
Although ticket controls are quite common in trams, 
students developed countless techniques for avoiding fines. 
We wouldn't recommend that you ride without a valid ticket 
yourself, but keep watch for others whose techniques require 
a combination of playing dumb, playing deaf, a good physical 
shape for running and perfected knowledge of the grey areas 
of the public transport law.

ACT

šPICA 
(read it like SH-PIZZA) 
The most important social event of every week. If you 
want to be seen and noticed in Zagreb, take it easy on 
Friday night as you will need some beauty sleep - Saturday 
mornings on PRERADOVIĆ SQUARE are reserved for showing 
off. New clothes, new shoes, new boyfriend - this is the spot 
for every premiere. Bring popcorn, sit back, slowly sip your 
coffee and enjoy the view - you cannot feel more local than 
this! Hint: if it is already past noon, you can have your first 
„rakija“. For extra points, dress up and see if you too will get 
photographed (and maybe even end up in some editorial).  
Coffee time: 10:00-14:00

STREET (CON)FUSION
From Austria-Hungary, through SCS state, and Yugoslavia to 
Croatia, Zagreb changed hands a lot during the past century. 
And with each change came new street names. So don’t be 
alarmed if we do not know where that street you are showing 
us on your map is. Elderly people refer to old names of streets 
and landmarks that used to exist, so we kind of learned that 
lingo from them. Some of these are outright hilarious - you 
can hear locals referring to Rakete (rockets, a row of three 
skyscrapers downtown), Limenke (tin cans, neighborhoods 
constructed to house victims of floods), Džamija (mosque, a 
pavilion in the center that used to be a mosque), Kutija šibica 
(box of matches - sports hall with attached building that is 
an exact scale model of a matchbox) or 
Kockica (small cube, actually a pretty 
large building on Sava waterfront).

ZAGREB VS. SPLIT 
As always, some kind of rivalry between 
the two biggest cities in a country has to exist. In Croatia, 
this rivalry is mostly based on the competition between their 
home football teams, Dinamo (“DC generator”) and Hajduk 
(“Rogue”). It actually became quite dangerous to drive a car 
with Zagreb (ZG) plates in Split or speak in a Dalmatian accent 
in Zagreb during the derbies. But, football is just the beginning. 
Some of the prejudices of people from Split are that Zagreb 
is a crowded city of cold and starchy people who always rush 
somewhere, and we sometimes feel that Split is a city of lazy 
and stubborn people who spend their days sleeping and doing 
nothing. That’s, of course, just a friendly provocation, and even 
though neither of the cities would EVER admit that the other 
one has something better, deep down we like each other and 
our little contest.

LOCAL HABITS
If you are invited to someone’s house, buy a pack of ground 
coffee and either Bajadera or Griotte at any supermarket. 
Ask the seller to wrap it into white paper and bring it to your 
host. BAJADERA is a chocolate-nougat praline that tastes like 
nothing you’ve ever tried before and it’s a perfect small gift 
when visiting someone or saying thanks for the favor. GRIOTTE 
is a chocolate candy filled with cherry brandy that most of our 
kids try before elementary school (wow). COFFEE you brought 
will be stowed away and your host will use his oldest pack 
to brew you a cup. First in - first out system! You will also 
most definitely be welcomed with DOMAĆICA, which can be 
translated as a “housewife” but is actually our most famous 
box of cookies. These tea biscuits with chocolate cover look 
nothing special but are great to keep at home in case of 
unexpected guests. In addition to Domaćica, we always have 
a can of CEDEVITA which is a quick fix powder drink and very 
refreshing for the weary traveler. Cedevita is also the third 
most popular order in cafes - after coffee and beer, of course. 

2  SIGHTSEEING TIME

STONE GATE is the last remaining gate of the several 
which allowed the travelers to enter the walled Upper Town. 
When a fire broke out in 1790, the picture of St Mary inside 
the gate miraculously stayed intact. That's why you'll 
always find people here lighting candles and praying to St. 
Mary to help cure their loved ones from illnesses. And now 
that you're into real sightseeing, climb to the Mark's Square 
and take a picture next to the most recognizable roof in 
Zagreb – ST. MARK'S CHURCH. 

4  BLOODY BRIDGE

In the old days, Zagreb consisted of Gradec and Kaptol – 
two settlements on the neighboring hills separated by the 
Medveščak stream. Kaptol belonged to the clergy and Gradec 
to the merchants. As expected, the inhabitants would often 
fight and quarrel on this bridge that was linking the two (now 
connecting Tkalčićeva and Radićeva street), so the bridge was 
conveniently named KRVAVI MOST (BLOODY BRIDGE).

8   MUSEUM OF BROKEN    
RELATIONSHIPS

Now, this is so unique that most guidebooks list it as „Top 10“. 
We agree – definitely worth a visit. The idea behind it is not to 
burn, shred or nuke your ex's stuff, but rather donate it to the 
museum, together with your story. Some of these will make 
you laugh, some will make you cry... but the artifacts will make 
you ROFL -  a garden dwarf, a stun gun, ecstasy pills, a toaster, 
registration plates, an axe – just to name a few. After visiting 
the exhibition you can take a peek at the quirky designer 
souvenirs in the museum shop or simply relax in the pleasant 
atmosphere of the museum café. Open every day: Summer 
9:00-22:30, Winter 9:00-21:00; Admission: 25kn 

9   DOLAC

When was the last time you saw 
a farmers’ market? Here is your 
opportunity; almost every quarter in 
Zagreb has one. And the most famous of all 

is DOLAC, right off the main square. It's kind of a ritual to 
come here and buy fresh fruits and vegetables, especially on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings. When you climb the stairs, 
you'll be greeted by kumica, a sculpture dedicated to hard 
working farmwomen who still walk 5-6 kilometers carrying 
a basket full of food on their head to sell it on the market. 
Talk about hard life, huh! And red umbrellas protecting the 
hard working kumice from the sun? These are the most 
recognizable souvenirs of Zagreb called ŠESTINSKI 
KIŠOBRANI. A perfect souvenir gift for your (grand)parents!  
Open Mon-Fri 'till 15:00/16:00; Sat-Sun 'till 13:00/14:00

10  THE GRIČ CANNON

Walking around the Upper Town around noon will make your 
heart skip a beat. Not because of the romantic ambience but 
because the big boom is sure to rattle your nerves!!! Say hello 
to our audio-clock that has been marking noon in Zagreb for 
more than 100 years. It's a real cannon placed at the top of  
the LOTRŠČAK tower  (try pronouncing that :)) If you'd like to 
keep up with the GRIČ cannon when you leave Zagreb, follow 
it on Twitter @gricki_top. It tweets once a day (guess when) 
saying "boom"! For extra fun, bring someone unaware and idle 
a bit with them next to the tower around noon.

LICITAR HEARTS

If you have already been in any souvenir shop, you must have
noticed these little, red, shiny and anatomically 

incorrect hearts.Traditionally, these hearts were 
given away on Valentine's day to express 

feelings to someone, and when you 
took a peek into the mirror in their 
center, you would see that you are 
in their heart. Awww. Sniff. Smooch. 
If you're not impressed with this 
idea or with whoever gives you this 

heart, don't throw it away - you can 
actually eat it! Tip: if you need a more 

formal souvenir (for your dad), a NECKTIE 
is Croatia's number one souvenir classic.    

11    FUNICULAR

One of the shortest public transport lines in the world and the 
oldest one in Zagreb (since 1890!). Its 66-meter (217 ft) long 
track links Ilica (Lower Town) and Strossmayer Promenade 

(Upper Town). They actually spent weeks counting 
people climbing up to justify the need for 

construction. This is kind of a living museum 
so you should definitely take a ride while 

you're in ZGB. The ticket price is 4 kuna in 
one direction and it departs every 10min. 

When you get to the top, go right and sit next 
to our great poet Matoš sitting on his bench. 

1  CINEMA TUŠKANAC
CINEMA TUŠKANAC is a centre of film culture in Zagreb, 
offering programs of artistically valuable cinematheque and 
contemporary films. Very popular among high-school and 
university students, so the ticket price is within their budget 
(10 KN /1,5 €). Their movie projections usually have English 
subtitles, so don't worry about getting lost in translation. A 
special treat is their New Year's Eve party, featuring lots of 
music, dancing and a selection of great movies. Tuškanac 1 
/ www.filmski-programi.hr

 3 WITCHED TUŠKANAC
Rumor has it that this is the place where the witches of Zagreb 
“went up in flames”, and Dubravkin put is the place where 
allegedly the last European witch was burned! Despite these 
creepy myths, TUŠKANAC is a peaceful forest ideal for a 
quick getaway, just a minute from the crowded Ilica through 
Dežmanov prolaz. If you decide to continue climbing, the leafy 
Dubravka's path will take you to the beautiful and peaceful 
meadow CMROK, a popular place for sledding in the winter. 

5   MARY SPEEDY 
            OF THE HINTERLANDS
That bronze statue that you might have noticed behind rows 
of tables and chairs in Tkalča was actually one of our most 
significant ladies in history. MARIJA JURIĆ ZAGORKA 
was the first professional female journalist in Croatia who 
passionately wrote on social issues, advocated women's 
rights and fearlessly criticized the government. None of her 
works got translated into English, but "GRIČKA VJEŠTICA", 
one of her best, might sound familiar to you! Yep, that is the 
same as the name of the beer you drank last night!

6  COOKIE FACTORY
If you're asking yourself where you can try the best ice-cream 
in the city, you'll get the unanimous answer from the locals 
– THE COOKIE FACTORY in Tkalčićeva. And this is true, 
you'll be convinced when you see hordes of people occupying 
their terrace and waiting to get a ball of the most delicious ice-
cream ever. We're not kidding! Tkalčićeva 21/Mon-Thu&Sun  
09:00-22:00, Fri-Sat 09:00-23:00

7  UNDERGROUND TUNNELS

They say there are secret tunnels under the medieval 
part of Zagreb that lead all the way to the old castle 
MEDVEDGRAD. According to the legend, a cursed snake 
queen had lived in these tunnels to guard the old treasure 
of Medvedgrad. M.J. Zagorka used these tunnels a lot in her 
novels as a setting for various plots and schemes against 
the nobles. One of the somewhat known tunnels leads from 
the Cathedral to the Vlaška Street, but do not try to explore 
it as it was sealed some 40 years ago. The other one links 
Mesnička and Radićeva streets and it was the place where 
the first ever rave party in Croatia took place in 1993. That 

one actually opens from time to time as it has another use, 
being a bomb shelter, so make sure you check if you 
can visit them during your stay. 
 
12  TORTUREUM 
-MUSEUM OF 
TORTURE
If you are brave, prepare to be amazed with 
creativity people display when it comes to 
harming others and go to this new place in the 
city center. Here you can find over 70 exhibits 
of twisted torture tools, from antiquity to modern times.  Some 
you can actually try (don't worry; they're adapted so that they still 
work but don't hurt)! Colorful explanations and video are available 
in a free iPad multimedia guide which you will get for your tour. 
Whatever it takes, make sure you definitely visit this creepy 
museum on your stay in Zagreb and see in person what was 
reality of life in past times! MUSEUM OF TORTURE Radićeva 14/ 
Tkalčićeva 13, Open every day 11:00-19:00 h, Admission: Adults 
5,2 €/ Students 3,2 €/Group 5+ 4€. www.tortureum.com 

TRAMS—DRIVEN CITY

15 lines, 256 stations and around 200 million passengers 
a year! So, how come there is tram no.17 if there are only 
15 lines? Lines 10 and 16 became unnecessary and number 
13 also did not exist for quite some time after a horrible 
tragedy when 19 people were killed in an accident, after the 
tram went downhill with failed brakes. Do not worry about 
13 today, routes go through perfectly leveled streets, and 
the tramcars are much better. Watch out for occasional 
ancient tram that still runs lines 1, 2 or 12 – some of these 
are well over 40 years old, so you will be riding an old timer!  

14    FOOLIRANJE
We're not really into Halloweens and Thanksgivings so we're 
putting all our hopes and expectations on Christmas. Advent 
(four weeks period leading to it) makes Zagreb look like a fairy 
tale city. Shiny lamps and the smell of sausages and mulled 
wine spread in every direction... and our city really makes an 
effort every year (sure, it all comes out of a special tax we 
residents pay, but hey! wine and sausages!). So for example, 
last year the entire King Tomislav's Square was transformed 
into an ice rink! The happenings are endless, but FULIRANJE 
next to the Funicular (Tomićeva street) is best of them 
all. Hordes of people mingling in one narrow street, squeezed 
between rows of wooden bars & food stalls in guise of 
cottages, with live music that takes you back to the 30s...  

15  FOOTPRINTS IN ILICA
You will walk along our longest and rowdiest street ILICA a 
lot during your stay. Make sure you check out side allies as 
well, as they are usually filled with unique clothes, jewellery 
and other stores. The alley on no.8 will take you to one of 

22  PROMENADE 
            IN THE STREETS
Spending a day in the city does not necessarily mean you 
have to go somewhere specific. Forget about planned 
sightseeing, festivals and exhibitions - at least for one day. 
As soon as the sun appears in the sky, the streets become 
promenades. So, the best way to experience the city is to 
sit back on one of the numerous coffeehouse terraces in 
TKALČIĆEVA, BOGOVIĆEVA Street or at the FLOWER 
SQUARE and soak up the vibe of the city. These are also 
some of the best spots for people watching and street 
photography. And the sun, of course – don’t forget your 
sunglasses, you will have a hard time to blend in without!

23   CROATIAN AMADEUS
If you follow basketball, you must have heard of the legendary 
shooting guard DRAŽEN PETROVIĆ. Although not born in Zagreb, 
he spent four years in our Cibona, before moving on to Real Madrid, 
Portland Trail Blazers and ultimately the New Jersey Nets. Dražen 
was considered one of the best shooters in the history of NBA and 
was nicknamed Croatian Mozart because of his incredible talent. 
But he was also a beloved figure in Zagreb, promoting hard work, 
self-sacrifice and clean living. He allegedly never missed a day of 
training. Sadly, his life ended too soon, at the top of his fame. Since 
then, his achievements and life have been honored in Croatia like no 
other athlete. You should visit the MEMORIAL CENTRE DRAŽEN 
PETROVIĆ if you are a basketball lover or a least a sports fan. Next 
to the centre is AMADEUS, a cafe dedicated to our Mozart.  

TOURIST
CLASSICS

A LONG TIME AGO
Romans established the city of Andautonia (ruins are in SW Zagreb), a major regional hub, some time 
in the 1st century AD, so the area had an appeal for well over 2 000 years. Almost no records exist 
after its ruin in the 4th century AD until…

11th century
The Hungarian king Ladislaus I was passing by and decided to 
establish the bishopric at the hill next to the Sava river. A small 
town grew around its cathedral, and so Kaptol was born.

12th century
Mongols paid a visit and leveled the cathedral, but somehow managed 
not to kill everyone so the bishopric survived. Also, right next door to 
Kaptol, at another small hill, laymen started developing their own 
community, and eventually a village called Gradec was created.

13th century
Gradec village became a free royal city when the Hungarian King Bela IV issued the 
royal charter named Golden Bull. The new city Gradec suddenly became the center of 
Croatia's aristocracy, tradesmen and craftsmen, but of more interest to you is that the 
city walls that still stand were built at the time.

14th century
Gradec and Kaptol each started protecting their economic and political 
interests, creating two opposing sides. The hostile atmosphere eventually 
led to Kaptol excommunicating Gradec, and Gradec responding by burning 
down Kaptol. Joint population after the drama: 2810.

15th century
The mighty army of Turks began intruding into the region, which prompted 
Kaptol to start building thick towers and walls around the city. Gradec also 
started building its protection zone. These were never used as we managed 
to stop them at Sisak. You can thank us later.

16th century
The Turks managed to take much of the surrounding territories. Although Kaptol and Gradec stayed intact, Kaptol 
clergy lost a number of estates to the Turks. Gradec suffered when a statute was passed limiting the privileges of 
its citizens. BUT, the Croatian parliament started convening in Gradec, so guess we became the capital!

17th century
Jesuits and Capuchins moved in, and we became THE place to 
hang out almost overnight. This popularity ultimately led Gradec 
and Kaptol to realize it would be best to merge together and so a 
single city was born - Zagreb.

18th century
Wow, some difficult years – we got devastated by several fires and two 
plagues during the 17th and 18th centuries. It was so bad that even the 
seat of the Croatian government fled from Zagreb to the nearby Varaždin. 
Population: 5600… not really booming, eh?

19th century
The city hall (re)built, the Sisters of Charity hospital built, the 
National theatre built, the Railway station built, the Public telephone 
network, the Funicular built, the Mirogoj cemetery opened. But stop 
– that is not all! Even the Emperor Franz Josef visited!

20th century
We were a part of no less than SIX countries until Croatia declared independence from 
Yugoslavia and Zagreb was declared the capital of the Republic of Croatia. It is the 
biggest city in Croatia with a population of more than 1 million.

21th century
The new airport terminal is under construction. The subway is under consideration (and it will be very, very welcome). 
Maksimir stadium might finally be completed. You can cycle around without risking your life. With a high quality of 
living, many sporting and entertainment events, cultural happenings, museums and great architecture, we are in no 
hurry to pass the prestigious title of the best city in Croatia to anyone!

24   STEAMPUNK BAR
This is a unique bar, scheduled in Frankopanska street 
courtyard, and a perfect place for those who want to get 
away from the classic tourist fare bars in the centre. The 
name, „22 000 MILJA“ (22.000 miles) is a vague reference 
to the famous Jules Verne's novel, combining the original 
20.000 miles title with bar's street number 22. It's mostly an 
alternative hangout, popular with subcultures, but you will 
be surprised with the diversity of people who go there. It is 
also regularly full, so a good place to look into if you are 
looking for something lively in the middle of the week. The 
bar has a stage in the basement with live music or DJs from 
Wednesday to Saturday, and probably the biggest choice of 
beers, whiskeys and cigars in the city.  Frankopanska 22/ 
Open: Mon-Sat 7:00-02:00/ FB: 22000 Milja 

25  CAN YOU ESCAPE?
Do you want to find the secret which eluded alchemists and 
mystics for thousands of years? Or maybe you think you can 
solve puzzles in a matter of seconds? The roomescape scene 
in Zagreb has been blooming lately and the latest edition is 
called LABIRINTANJE. The entire place (room, game) was 
thought of and designed by a group of local students and 
roomescape enthusiasts, and they’ve really prepared a unique 
experience! You'll need a team of 2 to 6 people and the most 
adventurous hour of your life can begin.  Hurry up, the clock is 
ticking, tick tock... Amruševa 8 / Open Mon-Sun 11:00-23:00 
BUT- make a reservation first!/ www.labirintanje.hr

LIKE A LOCAL

2 MIN WALKING

the hidden gems among Zagreb bars – VESPA is like your 
own living room in the city centre. Younger, alternative 
crowd comes here Fridays and Saturdays for good music, 
jukebox and cheap rakija. When you get back to Ilica, look 
for engraved footsteps close to the alley. The story goes like 
this - in 1981 an eccentric Croatian artist Toma Gotovac 
ran naked through our main street kissing the asphalt on 
the way. This performance named „ZAGREB, I LOVE YOU“, 
was homage to Howard Hawke’s movie “Hatari”, but also 
a symbol of freedom from the constraints of society. Sur 
e, the artist got apprehended and probably roughed some, 
but today, in memory of the performance, his footprints are 
engraved in Ilica Street. Ilica 8/ Open:  Mon-Fri 07:00-23:00, 
Fri-Sat 08:00-02:00 / FB caffebarVespa.

16   FOR SUSHI LOVERS
An oasis for sushi lovers in Zagreb is called EVER GREEN, 
located in Ilica 49, just one tram station west from the Main 
Square. The interior is high class, as well as their sushi 
specialties, but don't worry – the prices are very affordable 
and you're not going to miss any penny you've spent here. 
Open Mon-Sat 11:00-23:00h, for delivery call 095 880 0800

17   WOK 'n' WALK
Chinese food in Croatia might not sound very promising, but 
our local-advice is to try WOK 'N' WALK (Ilica 49). This is a 
restaurant 2 go, but you don't have to wait too long for your 
order – just avoid that hectic time around business lunch 
breaks (11:30-13:00). And let us just say that the noodles 
and other chicken, duck or rice food wonders are made by a 
real Chinese Masterchef! Open Mon-Sat 11:00-21:00, or order 
delivery to your hostel 099 776 1163.

18  OCTAGON
This is the passage connecting Ilica and Flower Square. An 
octagon-shaped hall is in the middle of the passage, and it's 
covered by a dome of stained glass. A challenge: explore the 
OCTAGON carefully and try to find a mural of a dog. The 
dog's name was Pluto and he used to come to the site during 
construction of Octagon. Workers would feed him, but as 
he died by the end of the construction, the workers decided 
to incorporate a memento to him into the building walls.  

21   WINE AND 
  RAKIJA BAR
MOJO bar, placed next to the impressive building of the 
Croatian National Bank, is perfect for wine and rakija lovers. 
Their selection of over 130 quality wines is very affordable 
and you can order it by the glass. Domestic rakija can also be 
found in a wide selection of over 70 flavours. The bar is very 
energetic every day of the week, with great live music, DJs or 
simply because the crowd is always friendly and cheerful. Kind 
of a place where everybody knows your name. Martićeva 5/
Open Mon-Sat 07:00-02:00, Sun 08:00-00:00 / FB Mojo bar, 
wine rakija & co. 

CITY OF FILM FESTIVALS

Zagreb is a true Mecca for film lovers. We regularly enjoy 
global premieres at the same date as major countries. Also, 
movies in our theatres (well, except for cartoons) are subbed, 
not dubbed, so you too can enjoy them together with locals. 
Some understanding of English required, of course. But not 
everything happens in multiplex halls, there is a number of 
well recognized film festivals worth a visit if you happen 
to be here at the right time - Zagreb Film Festival, Zagreb 
DOX, Animafest, Fantastic Film Festival, Human Rights Film 
Festival, Subversive Film Festival, Silent Film Festival, Jewish 
Film Festival, One Take Film Festival, 25FPS, Screen on the 
Green, Festival of Croatian Animated Movie, RAF, Croatian 
Movie Days – and that’s just to name a few!

26   LENUCI HORSESHOE
In the 19th century, Zagreb engineer Milan Lenuci designed 
the green horseshoe that frames the city centre.  It comprises 
8 squares and green areas shaped like the letter "U" 
(ZRINJEVAC is one of these). You will walk this stretch a 
lot, going from train/bus terminals to Main Square and back. 
It is a great walk, and there is stuff happening almost year 
round. Make sure you visit ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM 
(Zrinski Square 19) when you're already there. The courtyard 
of the museum has a collection of stone monuments from 
Greek and Roman periods always open and free for visitors!  

27 NISHTA

Ništa means „nothing“ in Croatian, but it also stands for
the most cozy vegetarian oasis in Zagreb (the name of the
restaurant is actually spelled ...nishta). The dishes are 100
% vegetarian with vegan or gluten free options. There is also
a salad bar where you have an option to choose between 20
different veggies to make your own signature salad. After
you're finished mixing, just weight it on a scale and it will print
off a receipt for you. Definitely a restaurant to change the
opinion of those who think that vegetarians only eat tasteless
and drap food. Masarykova 11 / Open Tue-Sun 12:00-23:00
www.nishtarestaurant.com/zagreb/en/

CYCLING CITY
Until a few years ago you
couldn't see too many 
bikes on the streets of Zagreb. Actually, it was 

pretty dangerous for cyclists sharing roads with drivers that 
weren't so much dangerous as they were clueless. 
But much has changed. Now, the bicycle seems to 
be the number one mode of transportation. The city 

recognized this new trend and started developing 
cycling infrastructure, so today we have more than 220 
kilometers of cycling paths all over the city. Sounds a lot, 
but the hidden gem here is that some paths are the epitome 
of sloppiness. We won't say much but can advise that you 
don't follow the route blindly or you might run into a light pole 
or a fence!  Tip:If you still want to explore Zagreb on bikes, 
NEXTBIKE is your cheapest and most convenient bet (check 
Tourist info).

28  FOR TRUE ROCKSTARS
The ROCK STAR bar is one of the coolest bars you can visit 
on your stay in Zagreb. Great location in the center, attractive 
interior, friendly staff, great DJs and most importantly – cheap 
drink prices! Even better, since everybody is so friendly, this is 
the most likely place in the city to get a couple of drinks on 
the house! If you’re into great rock`n`roll and funk&soul tunes, 
with occasional yelling on the waiters for more TEQUILLA,  
and if you want to easily make friends, here is where the staff 
and guests/girls are always open for new people. This is 
especially true on the weekends, when they usually organize 
mad theme parties.  Great for a casual hang out or warming 
up before hitting to clubs or on girls! Preradovićeva 26 / Open 
every day 18:00-02:00 / FB Rock Star caffe bar; Savska 14/ 
Open: Mon-Sat 09:00-02:00 / FB KriviPut

RISE OF THE BAKERIES 

Decades ago, bakeries were single outlets, mostly owned 
by our Albanian ethnic minority. It was customary to knock 
on their doors after 3:00 and purchase loaves of hot bread 
right from the oven. Oh, the joys of gulping chunks of white 
bread after several liters of beer... Well, for the past few years 
two things have changed. Baking industry boomed in Zagreb 
and three big chains replaced many of the legendary local 
joints. Also, what’s on offer expanded tremendously so our 
new bakeries are one stop shops not only for bread but also 
sandwiches, pastry and, of course, burek. However, now at 
3:00 you can only bang your head on cold steel doors.

29   AFTER BAD LUCK 
COMES GOOD FORTUNE
In 1880 the ground in Zagreb shook like never before. 10 
seconds of 6.3 magnitude earthquake destroyed a lot of 
buildings, and severely damaged many more, including our 
famous CATHEDRAL. The silver lining in the whole tragedy 
is that the earthquake spurred the construction of many 
historic buildings in the Lower Town and enticed the city's 
spread and development, now on concrete instead of wooden 
foundations. One of the most beautiful buildings from that 
period is our indisputable landmark - THE CROATIAN 
NATIONAL THEATRE, built in only 16 months. 

WHALE, HELLO THERE...

Would you believe that 12 million years ago Zagreb area 
was at the bottom of a very large sea? Even better, the 
PANNONIAN SEA was home to, at the time of discovery, 
a completely new and unknown sea mammal species. The 
scientific name for the magnificent creature is Mesocetus 
agrami but you will be excused if you refer to it simply as 
ZAGREB WHALE. There is no fully preserved skeleton on 
display, but there is an actual size six meter long skeleton 
sculpture dedicated to the famous whale in PODSUSED, in the 
western part of Zagreb. 
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30  GOLDSMITH’S GOLD

The novel, written in 1871 by our famous novelist August 
Šenoa is not only our first historical novel, but can rival 
most of the better known soap opera stories, including 
Romeo and Juliet. The bonus is that you can reenact most 
of the story on authentic locations in and around Zagreb. 
Paul the Gregorian was the son of local noble living in 
MEDVEDGRAD CASTLE that you can see above Zagreb 
and visit easily – a great trek. Dora the commoner was 
the goldsmith’s daughter and you can find her house and 
window just next to STONE GATE. Well, obviously they fell 
in (forbidden) love that flourished, among others, on Dolac 
square, in front of Zagreb cathedral and in alleys of the Upper 
city. Unfortunately, she got poisoned by a traitor and Paul can 
only dole out a bitter revenge in culminating act set in snowed 
valley. Dora is still a name that is often picked for baby girls. 

31   WITCH HUNT

When everybody else decided that the 
existence of witches might be silly and that 
they should stop hunting and burning them, 
Zagreb said “naaah, let’s give it another 
century...” And so the witch-hunt continued 
into the 18th century. Did you know that the last European 
witch was burned in Zagreb at Dubravkin put? Take a walk on 
TUŠKANAC and search for suspicious traces of witch-hunt. 

32   BE THERE 
 OR BE SQUARE
BRITANAC (British) and KVATRIĆ (Kvaternik’s), as locals 
like to call them, are the two runner-ups to our main square. 
British Square in the west has a really hip atmosphere. You 
should come here for a less-crowded market than Dolac 
and more accessible flea market than Hrelić (on Sunday 
mornings!). If špica was too trendy for you, here's where you 
can have coffee and a great snack in a casual surrounding. 
And remember what we said about side allies in Ilica? 
Right across the square, check the alley on no.73 and find 
a peaceful terrace to sip your coffee.  In the east, Kvaternik 
Square recently underwent significant reconstruction, but lost 
most of its character in the process. However, many cafes and 
cake shops opened in the last few years so the square again 
has a lot to offer.  

33 LOOKING FOR ADVENTURE?
We know you didn't come for the museums, but did you know 
that Zagreb has more museums per capita than anywhere else 
in the world? Recently another great museum opened in Zagreb 
centre and this one will really blow your mind! Search for the 
unique MUSEUM OF ILLUSIONS in Ilica 72. Thrilled, yet 
bewildered you will enter a world of illusions, where nothing 
is what it appears to be. Here you can defy gravity in the Anti 
gravity room where water flows uphill, see your friend shrink 
right before your eyes, get lost in the infinity room or serve 
somebody's head on a tray. And by all means take your camera 
with you! Opened every day 9:00-22:00, Admission: 40kn 
adults/25kn kids

34   BEST PIZZA

When you want a mouthful of flavours, beautiful 
mediterranean aromas and textures you go to funny named 
restaurants like Luigi, Roberto, or Beppo. DUKSA might 
not sound funny to you, but their pizzas are seriously the 
best ones you'll find in Zagreb!  The names on the menu 
will make you laugh and their pizzas with fresh basil, olive 
oil, mozzarella, pancetta and homemade tomato sauce will 
make you come again and again... Duknovićeva 4/Open 
Mon-Sun 7:00-23:00 / www.duksa.hr

35   MAKSIMIR

MAKSIMIR can mean one of the two things: a peaceful oasis 
for weekend walks in the park, or our main football stadium. 
The stadium is one of the ugliest in the world (don't miss an 
opportunity to get a photo) but park is really nice and also 
includes the largest Croatian ZOO. So, get over here (tram stop 
next to, ehm, „penis“) and spend your Sunday listening to birds 
chirping or scream and cheer with Bad Blue Boys - it's up to you! 
Trams – 4, 5, 7, 11, 12 (direction Dubrava). Zoo is open 9:00-
19:00 (April), 9:00-20:00 (May, June); Admission: 20-30kn

PIMP MY PUMP

A bunch of local artists got together 
and decided to transform old water 
pumps into fun and popular characters 
such as Bruce Lee, Jimi Hendrix 
or Homer Simpson. The pumps 
themselves date back to the 19th century and as they are 
out of use (and mostly out of order), nobody complained 
when artists revived them with sprays and brushes. 
More info: FB/Pimp my Pump.

36   DROP IT LIKE A SQUAT
 
If you want an off-the-beaten path suggestion for a night 
out, the Autonomous Cultural Centre (AKC MEDIKA) 
in Pierrotijeva Street is the „it” place. It used to be a 
medical factory and now it's a legalized squat. Whoever 
wants to exhibit their art work, organize workshops or 
a flea market is very welcome here during the day. At 

nighttime, Medika works as an alternative night club, where 
you'll mostly meet alternative LGBT scene, but also a bunch 
of random people. Entry fee is usually 30 KN but when you 
see how the place looks, you're gonna want to donate them 
more... Opening days: vary, Check: attack.hr

37   STREET ART
The colorful wall in BRANIMIR STREET (37) is hard to 
miss as you will for sure pass it at least once, on your way 
between the main railway and bus stations. Part of the wall 
was recently torn down and it was replaced by commercial 
billboards, much to the displeasure of the citizens. Luckily, 
some artworks still remain, so hurry up and snap your photos 
while they last. The best view is from trams 2, 6 and 8 driving 
next to the wall and giving you a few minutes of moving street-
art exhibition.  Another great wall art example is in the centre 
on a façade in PETRINJSKA STREET. Check out that huge 
waterfall! Below the mural there is a verse by Marijan Čekolj in 
Croatian which loosely translates into: „First autumn rain. The 
murmur from the waterfall is getting louder“. If you're into less 
poetic street art, check out a new city graffiti called „Where's 
my Batman?“ behind the STUDENT CENTRE (Savska 25).

38   WRONG WAY (= KRIVI PUT)
This is the trendiest non-trendy bar in Zagreb at the moment. 
We admit, even your humble writers spend an inordinate 
amount of time there. Whatever you planned for your bar 
crawl, big chances are you’re gonna end up on/in the wrong 
way (= KRIVI PUT). It’s actually quite easy to find; just look 
for a pile of parked bikes on Savska Street, roughly across 
the Student centre. Do not be afraid of the crowd, as you can 
almost never find an available table on their terrace. BUT! The 
nice thing here (or the worst, as lighting is not the best) is 
sharing tables with complete strangers. So just squeeze next 
to someone. Tip: don’t wait for the waiter, you need to go 
inside and take your drink = beer.

39   PRE-INTERNET TECHNOLOGY
 
If you have the faintest interest in technology, you are going to 
love our TEHNICAL MUSEUM. In addition to locomotives, 
old cars, boats and even a real submarine, the museum offers 
a tour in an UNDERGROUND MINE, 6 meters below the 
ground and stretching under the entire ground floor. There is 

also a great collection of space 
ships and a PLANETARIUM 
where you can look at the night 
sky stretching from the North 
Pole to the Equator.  Extra 
tip: the museum organizes 
a FREE ride in an old tram 

every Sunday at 9:30; passengers 
are boarding at Dražen Petrović tram station, just outside 
museum courtyard. Update: the museum finally got the 
proper patron – now officially named the Technical museum 
NIKOLA TESLA, after the genius of electricity born in the 
Croatian village Smiljan. Long time coming, since one of 
the most spectacular museum exhibits are operational high 
voltage coils. You can even get yourself into a Faraday cage 
and get trapped by several hundreds of thousands of volts. 
Dare! Opening hours: Mon (closed), Tue-Fri 9:00-17:00, 
Sat&Sun 9:00-13:00, Admission: 20kn permanent exhibition 
/ 15kn planetarium

40  WINES & BITES
Wine lovers, pay attention. SHERRY'S is a hidden gem in a 
side alley just across the British Square, recently opened on 
this location after their space at Trešnjevka became too small 
for all their fans. The bar not only enlarged its space but also 
its offer, and quickly grew to be a true paradise for hedonists. 
Every day they offer a list of daily special bites to accompany 
the wine and also serve excellent Croatian coffee. 
Ilica 73 / Mon-Tue 08:00-00:00, Wed-Sat 08:00-02:00, Sun 
09:00-00:00. www.sherrys.eu

41  NA SLEME, NA SLEME!
Do you know there
is a ski resort only 
half an hour from 
the city's main 
square? SLJEME 
is the highest peak of 
Medvednica “mountain” (1035 m) and one of 
the favorite getaways for citizens. This incredible feat of 
engineering features 5 ski tracks with a total length of just 
over 4km. Ok, sarcasm off. There is much more to do on 
Sljeme other than ski, with numerous hiking paths and good 
infrastructure of huts and restaurants. Unfortunately, cable car 
is currently (permanently?) out of order so you can either take 
the public bus all the way to the top or, if you feel like climbing 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Our city is well connected with TRAMS. 15 daytime tram 
lines will get you anywhere you want in the wider centre, 
and all of them pass through one of the three main hubs: 
the main square, the square in front of the railway station 
and the street in front of the bus terminal. Tram stations are 
clearly marked and many also feature electronic displays 
listing incoming trams. Night trams run from 00:00 to 
04:00, every 45 minutes or so, but note that sometimes 
trams are replaced by buses (same routes and stations). 
Ticket price is 10 KN (=1,5 €), valid for 2 hours of rides. Full 
day ticket is 30 KN (= 4€). Buy them at newspaper stands 
or from the driver and stamp them at the yellow machines 
in trams. Ticket controls are very common in trams, so 
unless you’re terribly charming or a talented actor with a 
knack for ignorance, you better pay for your ride. 

TAXI
Taxies in Zagreb are quite affordable in comparison to most 
European capitals, and they are all metered, no exceptions. 
If you want to stick with the true Zagreb taxi cabs, take 
Radio Taxi Zagreb (+385 1 1717). Radio Taxi cabs have a 
blue sign on the roof and you'll find many stands with their 
cars in the centre. Their drivers are usually locals so they 
know their way around the city.  

TIPPING
Tipping is appreciated but not mandatory. If you're 
satisfied with your service, leave a tip. Our waiters don't 
depend on tips to make a living (like in the States), but tip 
is a very welcome supplement to their (usually) low wages. 
Not considered a tip, but a custom, is to round the price to 
the nearest ten AFTER you get your change. For example if 
two coffees are 18 KN, leave 2 KN at the table. The same 
applies for good taxi service. In restaurants, customers tip 
more frequently. Add 10-15% to your bill - depending on 
the amount, service and type of the restaurant. In general, 
10 KN is the safest choice for a tip. Side note – everyone is 
obliged by law to issue bills.

WIFI
Wireless internet is available almost everywhere, from 
cafes and restaurants to hotels and squares, but public 
access is uncommon, you will need network passwords. 
These are usually written on bills, pricelists or above bars. 
If you want to prepare yourself before you go somewhere, 
there's a Facebook page with a list of WiFi passwords in 
Zagreb, believe it or not. Check WiFi Passwords: Zagreb. 
You can also choose from a range of cheap local SIM cards 
tailored to tourists that will enable 
you to access country-wide 3G and 
(still not everywhere) 4G networks.

CURRENCY
Croatian KUNA. Kuna is Croatian for marten, a cute furry 
animal, whose fur was used by our people centuries ago 
as payment; hence the name. One Kuna is divided into 
100 LIPA (Tilia trees, can you believe?). Do make sure you 
exchange your Euros, Dollars, Pounds or other currencies 
into Kunas as you will not be able to use them much for 
paying, except for some personal services, but even that is 
not strictly legal for the recipient. At the time of writing, 1 
Euro is equal to approx. 7,5 Kn. Credit and debit cards are 
universally accepted (Visa, MasterCard/Maestro, Diners, 
Cirrus and AmEx brands), except in cafes and stalls/kiosks. 
If you're paying in cash, be careful not to be overcharged - 
by law, all prices need to be clearly displayed. For an idea 
on prices in Zagreb, here are some common items: coffee 
8-12kn, beer in bar 12-20kn, burger 30-40kn, pizza in a 
restaurant 35-50kn, cocktail 40kn, cigarettes 20-25kn, 
short taxi ride: 30kn.

TOURIST INFO

SHTRUKLI  
(cheese filled dumplings)
A traditional delicacy of Zagorje region and Zagreb. They even 
have a song dedicated to them… “My mommy was baking 
shtrukli, woe me, she forgot to mention”. Ok, much got lost in 
translation there. This is a true iconic appetizer or dessert that 
is so delicious it even gets served in our 5* hotels. They come 
in salt and sweet versions, and can be cooked or baked. Try at 
least one, actually try them all, but do not leave Zagreb without 
taking this culinary souvenir on your palate.

CREMESCHNITTE 

(egg cream cake)
This is not for the faint of heart. If you want to try a typical 
Zagreb cake dessert, cremeschnitte is your choice, but be 
prepared for sugar and cholesterol nuclear bomb. You can 
find them in every cake shop and even in most bakeries. 
Some varieties are being made recently, but the original 
ones are yellow, with sugared crust on top – easy to spot. 
When you've tried ours, take a trip to Samobor (our daytrip 
destination, 20km west of Zagreb) and compare it with their 
famous cremeschnitte, a bit more popular in Croatia. They say 
theirs are the original ones, but we say: the tastes are not to 
be disputed.

MLINCI 
(well… “special” pasta?)
When in a restaurant, take a careful look through side dishes 
available. If you spot these, get them while they last. If you 
know a local, even better, cry and beg and plead so they ask 
his or her mom to make you some. Here it goes – first you 
make some dough that gets stretched into thin sheets. Sheets 
get baked into an oven so you get something akin to paper 
made of dough. These are then properly dried and stored 
behind padlocks for phase 2. That is because they taste better 
than potato chips and are known to disappear quite quickly 
from the pantry. Anyway, if they survive, they get cooked to 
fluffiness and then oven baked again together with meat 
(usually turkey). What you get has absorbed all of the roast 
juices and tastes like heaven. 

BUREK 
(minced meat pie in leavened dough)
Money can’t buy you happiness, but it sure can buy you burek. 
Any local will agree. It has such a huge fan base that in some 
places, knowing how to make homemade burek is considered 
a prerequisite to getting married. It is also one of the best 
hangover remedies that we know of – a perfect mixture of 
grease, carbohydrates and salt will get you going better than 
tomato juice. True burek is filled with minced meat, but you 
can also find varieties stuffed with cheese, spinach, potatoes, 
apples or even pizza-burek. For best bureks, try open markets 
– the quantity being made guarantees freshness.

ĆEVAPČIĆI 

(grilled minced meat sticks)
Another way to grease up your night out is with ćevapčići 
(che-wap-chi-chi). Trivia: this is pejorative plural from ćevap 
(che-wap) – you see, we love them so much they even got a 
pet name. Also, it is impossible to settle just for one. Normal 
portion is 8-10 pieces stuffed into lepinja (flatbread). Sure, 
you can order a small serving (5), but… seriously? There are 
many variations, and over here we also have a semi-official 
tasting and review blog on where to eat them, that gets 
updated regularly, and is one of the most heated debates on 
local internet. Caution: they are normally served with onions, 
that match the taste perfectly, just be aware that you will not 
be kissing much that night. Except if both you and your date 
start the evening with a serving each. 

KEBAB
(you know what that is)
There is really no point in bragging about Croatian kebab, we 
all know that there is no such thing as a bad kebab. That's 
why on all fast foods selling kebab you'll see a sign „The best 
kebab in town“! Surely you have your own kebab places where 
you come from, so no great surprises lie in store. Ours is of a 
variety that is minced finely and shaved by electric cutter, not 
the more traditional chunky stuff cut with knives. Recently, a 
variety popped up where meat and other stuff is wrapped into 
a tortilla – we recommend to look out for that one, as meat-to-
bread ratio is much better!

 COFFEEMANIA 
You have no idea how important one cup of coffee can be until 
you've come to Croatia. Even though we drink coffee for at 
least two hours, several times per day, we still get stuff done. 
You see, we have no water coolers to hang around. That's why 
Starbucks never came to Croatia - it is simply unnatural for 
us to drink coffee while rushing to work!  Everything happens 
over coffee so, believe it or not, there are more than 4200 
cafes in the city. The great thing is that it’s really cheap, so 
you can have it all the time, as much as you like. You will most 
probably get a glass of water with it. Don’t get alarmed, it’s 
(most probably) free tap water. Again, don’t get alarmed – it’s 
perfectly fine (see below).

 WH2OA!
Croatia is one of the last remaining countries in the world 
where water is drinkable everywhere. Sure, it needs to be 
filtered, but not purified. So tap water is perfectly good for 
drinking. Don't waste all your money on buying gallons of 
water - all those bottles in supermarkets are filled at springs of 
Croatian rivers, and there is nothing more touristy than having 
half of your hostel room jammed with bottles of water. Actually, 
buy one, you will need the bottle to carry around and refill. 
Dispose responsibly, so these who come after you will have the 
same convenience! One other thing worth buying is sparkling 
mineral water. These come in green bottles (still ones are in 
transparent) and we have some great mineral springs.

 IS IT BEER O'CLOCK YET?
Beer. The reason to get up in the morning and to pass out 
at night. But a little quiz first – what is the most important 
ingredient of beer? Wheat? Wrong. Barley? Wrong. Hops? 
Wrong again. It’s water. And in a country with such a clean 
water (see above), you need no additional reason to become 
a beer worshiper. Brand-wise, we are weak on microbreweries 
and most of the beer comes from major producers. Three 
of the most prominent are: Ožujsko (AB-Inbev), Karlovačko 
(Heineken), and Pan (Carlsberg). The best known dark brand 
is Tomislav and the best underdog must be Velebitsko (made 
from absolutely the best water you can find, high in Velebit 
mountains). Make sure you try them all in the same night. You 
know, to compare the flavors. We prefer to drink straight from 
half-liter glass bottles. Cans are ok, but expensive. And steer 
clear of plastic 1-2 liter packs!

 RAKIJA CONNECTING PEOPLE
Ah, a local moonshine elevated to national brand. The holy 
water among alcohols. For centuries, rakija was recommended 
by our grandmas as a disinfectant for open wounds and 
anesthetic for body aches. It allegedly kills bacteria and viruses, 
warms arthritic joints and lowers temperature. It is also a go-to 
prescription medicine for stress and broken hearts. Although 
in essence, it is nothing more than water with alcohol (distilled 
from plums or grapes), this magic potion is found in numerous 
flavors. Most common ones are plum, herbal, honey, walnut 
and pear. Most exotic one must be mistletoe. If you happen 
to visit a Croatian family, you can expect to be served some. 
Rakija is usually sourced from farmers markets, relatives or 
recommendations in the countryside. Never ever get a bottle 
from a supermarket, that’s not it. Tip: go to VESPA (Ilica 8) for 
the cheapest good rakija in the city centre..

 MORE WINE LESS WHINE
They say a glass of wine a day is good for your health. Surely 
they haven’t been to Croatia at the time this was coined. Here 
you can find wines so bad (made of stems instead of grapes) 
and so laced with sulphur that you will swear never to drink 
again for days after that headache. Luckily for you, to find 
these gems you need to get a bit off the beaten path, or if you 
stick to Zagreb city avoid anything served in carton or plastic 
canister. Now that is out of the way, what you can find in glass 
bottles is world class. North Croatia and Istria are famous 
for whites and Dalmatia for reds. So for a start, try some of: 
Graševina, Rizling, Plavac and Malvazija. Wine is relatively 
expensive in bars or restaurants, but supermarkets are well 
stocked and for around 15 euro you can already find barrique 
and special editions.

GEMISCHT
This is a great way to save money and make your wine bottle 
last longer. It is also the most common way to drink wine in 
bars. What you need: one (1) bottle of white wine and one (1) 
bottle of sparkling water. Keep both refrigerated and mix in 
equal quantities. What you get is more refreshing than beer 
and less punchy than wine. Ideal for summer heats. In bars you 
can order them by glass and they should come cheaper than a 
bottle of beer. Such a shame it slides so well down the throat 
that you will be ordering them on and on. The secret: fantastic 
sparkling waters that will, for once, truly add to wines.

for 3 hours, take trams 14 or 8 (Mihaljevac) to get to 
the hiking trails. Tip: play YouTube video „Zagrebački 
mužikaši - Na Sleme“ as your climbing soundtrack :)  
Extra tip: visit Zagreb in early January for SNOW QUEEN 
TROPHY, a World Cup alpine ski race. 

42  MOČVARA
The Močvara alternative club is located in an old industrial 
building near the Sava River bank. For the last 16 years, 
MOČVARA has been a central place in Zagreb's subcultural 
life - the club regularly hosts concerts, dance parties, 
exhibitions, performances, film screenings, workshops and 
other events and gatherings. The club attracts a wide range 
of visitors and with a huge selection of drinks, you can enjoy 
the stunning wall drawings made by Igor Hofbauer, one of the 
most respected Croatian illustrators. Visit www.mochvara.hr/
tourist for the schedule of events. Trnjanski nasip / Working 
hours vary, weekends up to 04:0

SQUIRREL AND 
A HAMSTER
1987 is one of the fondly remembered years 
in Zagreb history, as that was when the city 
experienced one of the biggest renewals 
thanks to the international multi-
sport event „UNIVERSIADE“. 
Anyone you meet here that was born 
in the 70s probably had some part time job at the event and 
will have stories to tell. As part of the Independent states 
block during the cold war, Zagreb was open to foreigners. 
Actually, many Asians and Africans studied in Zagreb. But 
never before did we have such a cosmopolitan event and for 
a few weeks, our city really felt like a metropolis. Now, history 
repeats itself and the city is again hosting the EUROPEAN 
UNIVERSITY GAMES in 2016.  5000 athletes will compete 
in 21 different sports under the slogan „Heart believes, mind 
achieves“. So, what about the squirrel and the hamster? ZAGI 
the squirrel was the symbol of the 1987 games and HRKI The 
Hamster will take his place next year. When: 13-24th July in 
Zagreb and Rijeka.

43   TREŠNJEVKA
Well, this is one of the places that will never find its way into 
any (conventional) tourist guide. Lucky you that you picked up 
this one! The name comes from cherry trees (= trešnje) that 
this part of Zagreb was famous for in the old days. If you want 
to experience the true local, non-touristy neighborhood, that 

is not decrepit or dangerous, go to Trešnjevka and follow this 
pattern. In the morning: sample fresh food at the open air 
market at TREŠNJEVAČKI PLAC. At noon: sit down for 
strictly non-vegetarian fat and cholesterol bomb at any of 
the many grill joints. Afternoon: sip coffee for two-three 
hours in strictly local cafe. Evening: watch a hockey game 
of our home team MEDVEŠČAK in Dom Sportova. Late 
evening: go to KRIVI PUT (37) for a nightcap.

44   THE MINI SEA OF ZAGREB

People from Dalmatia who come to study/live in Zagreb always 
nag that Zagreb would be perfect if only it had sea. That's 
possibly true, but we're still proud of our JARUN Lake which 
will at least make you think you're at the seaside; beaches, 
sand fields, palm umbrellas, plenty of cafes and nightclubs - 
yep, we did our best! Jarun is also Zagrebians' favorite spot 
for all forms of recreation (including clubbing!). Urban myth: 

Jarun has it's male Nessie - a catfish called Jura (Georgie). 
It allegedly weighs about 300 kg and pulls down 
swimmers into the depth of the lake. As you can easily 
have catfish for dinner, or get some in supermarket, we 

hope that Jura still escapes an untimely end and scares 
the occasional night swimmer.

45   BOOM BOOM LAKE (= BUNDEK)
International fireworks festival is held every summer at Lake 
BUNDEK. It is free, but you can also enjoy this impressive 
show from other places in Zagreb (Upper Town, Sava bank). 
It's a horror for your ears but a true spectacle for eyes. Bundek 
Lake is also great for daytime walks, jogging, cycling and 
swimming. It's much smaller than Jarun but closer to the 
centre and you can get there if you take any public bus from the 
main railway station (through the underpass). In the evening, it 
is a nice walk on lit paths, with many convenient nooks out of 
sight. Get your cue from the title, ladies and gents.

46   LAST PARTY STATION 

You are still sober? All your pickup lines failed? Every city 
has its last chance, and SIDRO is ours. When every other 
club in the centre closes, and you notice hordes of people 
wobbling in the same direction - follow them. It isn't much 
to look at - everyone squeezed into 30-ish square meters 
of an old wooden boat by the river. But hey, at least it's not 
easy for your prey to get away :)Sava bank, Always open 

47 HENDRIX'S BRIDGE

The Green railway bridge over Sava is known among the 
locals as "HENDRIX'S BRIDGE" because 

of its oldest graffiti dedicated to 
Jimi Hendrix. Whenever the 
bridge is renovated and workers 
paint over the graffiti, Hendrix 
mysteriously resurrects after a 
few days. Trivia: do you know that 

although we have only three major 
bridges, most people here have great 

trouble remembering their names and usually call them „left“, 
„middle“, „by the campus“.

48   SAVA BANK

The bank by the river SAVA is an ideal place for those who 
cannot stay still even on vacations.   Perfect for morning jogs 
and afternoon bike rides, but also a nice sightseeing spot. On the 
bank between railway bridge (Hendrix!) and Most slobode you'll 
notice unusual sculptures for which we're not quite sure what 
they represent but we appreciate them because they help us 
orient in foggy mornings when we're going home from SIDRO!

49  INMUSIC FESTIVAL

INMUSIC is the greatest Croatian music festival and also one 
of the natural disasters. While people usually run away from 
floods and fire, this festival, known for heavy rain and knee-
deep mud, attracts tens of thousands of visitors every July 
to the Youth Island on JARUN. Don't get us wrong, we love 
InMusic! Is just that we don't understand why do these three 
days always have to be rainy... It's summer!!! This year, rubber 
boots and rain poncho were even included in the ticket price. 
Anyway, rain is nothing more than annoyance but we wouldn't 
miss InMusic even if it's raining cats and dogs and mice and 
frogs! More info: www.inmusicfestival.com

50  HRELIĆ FLEA MARKET

HRELIĆ is a local institution. Every Sunday morning, 
thousands of vendors bring every possible item that exists 
on Earth to sell on this fascinating flea market. This is a place 
where you can find a car battery, an old sock, an antique 
lamp and Chinese toothbrushes sold next to each other. Get 
there early because the market is already finished at noon. 
Bargaining with the sellers is another unique experience and 
if you are a natural talent, you can leave Hrelić with a bag full 
of all sorts of stuff. In particular you can find many gadgets 
and prints from the Communist era. Take tram 6 (direction – 
Sopot) or tram 14 (Zapruđe), get off near the bridge and walk 
15min along the Sava. 

MORE:
find out

RENT A BIKE
 If you want to explore Zagreb on bikes, the cheapest way is 
to use public bike transportation (nextbike). You can activate 
your account at the reception desk of your hostel or at www.
nextbike.hr/en/zagreb. For only €6 you get to ride the whole 
day and don't need to worry about a thing. Check the map 
of 15 nextbike stations where you can rent and return the 
bikes. Sit and ride! : 
 

WHERE 2 EXCHANGE MONEY 
InKapital (Preradović Square 6), InKapital (Tkalčićeva 18) 

WHERE 2 DO LAUNDRY
 Laundry Room (Berislavićeva 14) 

TOURIST INFO POINTS
Main Square (Ban Jelačić Square 11), Main Train Station 
(King Tomislav's Square), Main Bus Station (Marin Držić 
Avenue 4), Zagreb Airport (Pleso) and Lotrščak Tower 
(Strossmayer Promenade). 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 
+385 / 192 Police
+385 / 194 Ambulance  
+385 / 193 Fire 

TANNING & BEAUTY STUDIO 

Studio Glow (Frankopanska 7) is a stress-free zone where 
you can get your whole body and beauty care.
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51  MEET OUR MAMMOTH

The largest building in Zagreb and Croatia is located 
in Travno, Novi Zagreb. It's 250 meters long and 60 
meters high with 19 floors. Ok, probably not awesome 
by world standards, but ours is a low-rise city! And 500 
people that live in the building are easily more than 
the population of some Croatian cities! The building 
was supposed to be named "Tratinčica" (=daisy) but 
the residents decided that "MAMUTICA" (=female 
mammoth) is more suited. We couldn't agree more! 
Inside tip: supposedly, its steel construction is prone to 
resonance, so it is possible to hit particular spots with 
a big hammer and cause the entire building to shake. 
Look for them at your own peril!

52   SPENDING MONEY
       LIKE WATER
Next to the National Student Library, you'll find a 
beautiful green oasis squeezed between two pretty 
major roads. The city spent a TON to build   and many 
citizens consider them a huge waste of money, so the 
whole thing caused quite a stir in the city. Even the 
statue of Većeslav Holjevac, our beloved mayor from 
the past century, literally turned its back on them. Now 
that the fuss is over, we have to admit they do look 
kind of nice, especially in sizzling summer heat when 
you can walk the fountains barefoot. Hrvatske bratske 
zajednice (across the National University Library).

53 (FINAL) RESTING PLACE

You would think that 
nobody goes to the 

cemetery just 
for fun, but our 

city cemetery 
is actually a 
beautiful cultural 
landmark and a 
must-see when in 

Zagreb. It is also 
one of the places 

where kids go when they 
skip school to drink cheap 

wine out of cardboards. MIROGOJ is the perfect way 
to experience Zagreb history and architecture, and 
it is said to be one of the most beautiful cemeteries 
in Europe. Seek out a final resting place of Dušan 
Džamonja, our famous sculptor, which is a sculpture 
by itself. Take trams 8, 14 (direction Mihaljevac). 

For comments and 
questions 

zagreb@use-it.travel. 
Facebook page

 “USE-IT Zagreb“
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